
   

 

Newsletter  April 2022 
“I have done what is mine to do; may Christ teach you yours!”    —Francis of Assisi 

With fraternity elections scheduled for September this year, I 
would like each of us to reflect on fraternity life and 
leadership this year leading up to the election. First, our 
fraternity is a witness to others of a way of life lived in the 
world but grounded in the gospel and simple living. The 
fraternity shows that the world is not a world of enemies but 
of brothers and sisters of Christ. You all know that we support 
each other in living our profession by living in fraternity. It’s a 
blessing but also a challenge, requiring work, patience, 
humility and love. Second, the fraternity has a council of 
leaders who work with the Spiritual Assistant to promote the 
gospel life, strengthen the bonds of fraternal love, carry on 
the works of charity and attend to the general administration. 
The question we should be asking then is “How can I help.” 
Prayerfully, think about these things as this year passes and 
we prepare to see what the Holy Spirit has in store for our 
fraternity.    —Franz 

 

 

        Father Solanus Casey Fraternity  |   Duluth/Superior area 

This month’s Fraternity Gathering 

April 10, 2022, 12:30 p.m. – Potluck and 
Gathering     

Holy Family Catholic Church, social hall 
2430 West 3rd St., Duluth 
Park in the west parking lot  

Agenda:  

1. Opening prayer – Darlene 
2. LotH – Barb 
3. Gospel sharing – Kathy 
4. Ongoing Formation – Keith: Fratelli Tutti, 

Chapter 8 
5. Plan for blessing bags 
6. Business  

a. Approve minutes, assign ministries 
b. Treasurer reports, bills, receipts 
c. Formation report 
d. JPIC report 

7. Vocation and closing prayers  

Next month’s meeting: May 15, 2022.  

Ongoing Formation: TBD 

ODDS ‘N’ ENDS 

Check out page 3 for a couple of announcements of things around the 
diocese. 
 
This is the Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation year for the regional fraternity. If 
you’ve ever wondered what this looks like, consider attending the annual 
regional fraternity meeting this June 3-5 at King’s House in Buffalo. The 
Visitations will be conducted by someone from the national council and a 
representative from the Council of National Spiritual Assistants.   
          —Bob   

 

JPIC – (Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation)   

Earth Day is April 22, 2022  

Here’s a fun idea for Earth Day from: www.earthday.org 

Help critters out by planting native plants around your 
home. Native plants help provide species like insects and 
birds with food, shelter and proper habitat to reproduce. 

Native plants are your best bets as the species in your area 
are specially adapted to pollinate the plants indigenous to 
their habitat. 

Some pollinator favorites include alyssum, basil, the aptly 
named butterfly bush, fennel, lavender, marigold, oregano, 
verbena, and yarrow. 

—Darlene 

 

“Let us begin, for up to 
now we have done 
nothing.” 
     —Francis of Assisi 
 



Faith Matters: Reflections from your Spiritual Assistant     

Francis and the Sultan, Praises of God 

In the midst of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Tibor Kauser, SFO General 
Minister, along with a Polish member of the SFO Presidency, traveled to the 
center of the fighting north of Kyiv. During a break in the fighting, they 
ignored orders from the Ukrainian commanding general and walked through 
the no-man’s land between the armies. They approached the Russian forces 
and told the Russian soldiers who captured them that they had come in 
peace to talk to President Vladimir Putin. They were immediately arrested 
and sent to a jail in Belarus. No one has heard from them since. 

Don’t panic! The above incident never happened. Tibor and the Presidency 
member are safe and well. This story is a modern twist on the visit of Francis 
to Sultan al-Kamil. I hope it gives a flavor of just how perilous Francis’ 
journey to Egypt was. 

Francis stood up to the entire established powers of Europe as one little man 
determined to bring about peace in a terrible war, . . .or die trying. Against 
the unrelenting demonization of the Muslim people by most Christians, 
including the pope, Francis sought to see the good in the so-called enemy.  

Francis’ faith in both God and humanity was rewarded when he was 
escorted into the presence of the sultan. Instead of hatred, these two men 
shared their respective faith. After several days they parted company as 
friends.  

Francis did not stop the war, nor did he convert the sultan to Christianity. 
And he did not find the martyrdom that he earnestly desired. What Francis 
found instead was an enduring respect for the faith and prayer of his Muslim 
hosts which he later expressed in his Praises of God. And he discovered that 
peace is more than simply the absence of conflict, and that authentic 
peacemaking requires authentic relationship, truth telling, and a shared 
commitment to the good of the other.  

As followers of Francis we are called to that same spirit. “Mindful that they 
are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they should seek 
out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the 
presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of 
love and pardon” (Art. 19). It’s not likely that we will find ourselves in the 
middle of a war, but we are often in situations in our daily lives where our 
gift of peacemaking can make a difference. And just as with Francis’ 
experience of Islam, where prayer is the center of Muslims’ lives, prayer is 
grounding for our lives of peace, joy and service.  

You are the holy Lord God Who does wonderful things.  

You are strong. You are great. You are the most high. 
You are the almighty king. You holy Father,  
King of heaven and earth. 

You are three and one, the Lord God of gods; 
You are the good, all good, the highest good, 
Lord God living and true. 

 You are love, charity; You are wisdom, You are humility, 
You are patience, You are beauty, You are meekness, 

Franciscan Saints/Blesseds 
of the Month 

  3  ST BENEDICT THE BLACK 

17  ST BENEDICT JOSEPH LABRE 

 Benedict was born in 1748 
to a large family in France. 
From a young age he wanted 
to be priest, but after being 
rejected by several monastic 
orders, Benedict became a 
Third Order Franciscan. He 
devoted himself to poverty 
and prayer, often living 
among the homeless, 
especially in Rome.  

 Benedict was known for his 
ability to cure many of the 
sick he encountered. He died 
of malnutrition at age 35.  

 Benedict was canonized in 
1888 by Leo XIII. He is the 
patron saint of the 
homeless. 

21  ST CONRAD OF PARZHAM 

23  BL GILES OF ASSISI 

24  ST FIDELIS OF SIGMARINGEN 

28  BL LUCHESIUS 



You are security, You are rest, 
You are gladness and joy, You are our hope, You are justice, 
You are moderation, You are all our riches to sufficiency. 

You are beauty, You are meekness, 
You are the protector, You are our custodian and defender, 
You are strength, You are refreshment. You are our hope, 
You are our faith, You are our charity, 
You are all our sweetness, You are our eternal life: 
Great and wonderful Lord, Almighty God, Merciful Savior.  
      — Bob 

 

 

 

 

News from the Diocese of Duluth 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Several parishes are hosting Divine Mercy Sunday celebrations 
April 24. 

• St. Francis, 404 N. Ninth St., Brainerd, will have exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., with 
confession at 2:30 p.m. and the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 
p.m. 

• Mary Immaculate, 10 Corey St., Coleraine, will have 
adoration and confessions from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The 
rosary will be prayed at 2:30 p.m. The Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be prayed at 3:30 p.m. Benediction is at 3:50 
with a reception to follow. 

• Queen of Peace, 102 Fourth St., Cloquet, will have 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
with the Divine Mercy Chaplet, prayers, and confession. 

• Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, 2801 E. Fourth St., 
Duluth, will have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. with a sung Divine Mercy Chaplet 
and Benediction beginning at 3 p.m. Confession available 
throughout. 

• St. Anthony, 231 E. Camp St., Ely, will have Holy Hour 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. with reflections from the diary and 
Stations of the Cross with St. Faustina, veneration of 
Divine Mercy image, and Benediction. 

 
Spring convention 

The Duluth Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (DDCCW) will 
hold its annual spring convention on Wednesday, April 27, at 
St. Raphael’s Catholic Church, 5779 Seville Road, Duluth. 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. The convention will include 
Bishop Daniel Felton speaking about evangelization, Mass, 
lunch, and speakers from PAVSA (a program for aid to victims 
of sexual abuse and trafficking). The cost for the day is $20. 
Contact Alice at (218) 729-9647 or email 
a501alice@yahoo.com with questions or registration 
information. 

 

Blessing Bags, Round Threee 

 Granola Bars 
 Energy Bars 
 Nuts 
 Applesauce w/spoon 
 Hand sanitizer  
 Cheese and Crackers 
 Mints 
 Beef Jerky 
 Fraternity: McDonald’s gift cards 



 Gospel Reading: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, Lk 23:1-49 

The elders of the people, chief priests and scribes, arose and brought Jesus before Pilate. They brought charges 
against him, saying, “We found this man misleading our people; he opposes the payment of taxes to Caesar and 
maintains that he is the Christ, a king.” Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He said to him in reply, 
“You say so.”  

Pilate then addressed the chief priests and the crowds, “I find this man not guilty.” But they were adamant and said, 
“He is inciting the people with his teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to here.” On 
hearing this Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean; and upon learning that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 
him to Herod who was in Jerusalem at that time. Herod was very glad to see Jesus; 
he had been wanting to see him for a long time, for he had heard about him and had been hoping to see him 
perform some sign. He questioned him at length, but he gave him no answer. The chief priests and scribes, 
meanwhile, stood by accusing him harshly. Herod and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked him, 
and after clothing him in resplendent garb, he sent him back to Pilate. Herod and Pilate became friends that very 
day, even though they had been enemies formerly. 

Pilate then summoned the chief priests, the rulers, and the people and said to them, “You brought this man to me 
and accused him of inciting the people to revolt.  I have conducted my investigation in your presence and have not 
found this man guilty of the charges you have brought against him, nor did Herod, for he sent him back to us. So no 
capital crime has been committed by him. Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him.”  

But all together they shouted out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us.”—Now Barabbas had been 
imprisoned for a rebellion that had taken place in the city and for murder.—Again Pilate addressed them, still 
wishing to release Jesus, but they continued their shouting, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!” Pilate addressed them 
a third time, “What evil has this man done? I found him guilty of no capital crime. Therefore I shall have him 
flogged and then release him.” With loud shouts, however, they persisted in calling for his crucifixion, and their 
voices prevailed. The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should be granted. So he released the man who 
had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked, and he handed Jesus over to them to 
deal with as they wished. 

As they led him away they took hold of a certain Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country; and after 
laying the cross on him, they made him carry it behind Jesus. A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many 
women who mourned and lamented him. Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 
me; weep instead for yourselves and for your children for indeed, the days are coming when people will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’ At that time people will say 
to the mountains, ‘Fall upon us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ for if these things are done when the wood is green 
what will happen when it is dry?” Now two others, both criminals, were led away with him to be executed. 

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals there, one on his right, the other 
on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” They divided his garments by 
casting lots. The people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said, “He saved others, let 
him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to 
offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription that 
read, “This is the King of the Jews.”  

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The 
other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same 
condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 
crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” It was now about noon 
and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. Then the veil 
of the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in a loud voice,  “Father, into your hands I commend my 
spirit”; and when he had said this he breathed his last. Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 

The centurion who witnessed what had happened glorified God and said, “This man was innocent beyond doubt.” 
When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle saw what had happened, they returned home beating their 
breasts; but all his acquaintances stood at a distance, including the women who had followed him from Galilee and 
saw these events. 


